Local news for patrons and users of The Electric Th

eatre, Guildford

Summer 2009

Thank you to all the Friends of
the Electric Theatre who, despite
difficult economic times, have
renewed their membership and
sent in generous donations on
top! As at 5 May nearly £300
additional funding has been
raised in voluntary donations to
support Guildford’s well loved
community performance arts

venue. The number of donations
has been overwhelming and the
total raised demonstrates not
only how quickly a few pounds
from all the theatre’s loyal
supporters can add up, but also
just how loyal those supporters
are.

As announced in the Spring
newsletter, a new benefit this

year is the 10% discount
available at the Electric Theatre
Café-bar on production of the
membership card in addition to
discounts for a number of shows.
The Friends Committee also
organises several events each
year and these are always good
fun. Look out for Line Dancing,
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Quizzes, Treasure
Trails, Talks, Films and Beetle
Drives, to name a few. Friends
are friendly and all are made
welcome whether singly or in
groups.

And it still costs only £10 per
person to join. So if you haven't
yet joined, pick up an application
form from the theatre and send it
in to Jane Maclntyre, Friends
Membership Secretary at the
Electric Theatre, Guildford.
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A fascinating walking trail
around Guildford to solve clues
£5 per person—Prizes
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returns following last year's
huge hit—bring your own picnic
food—bar available— £8
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Thrilling comedy at
Fairlands

In April The Fairlands Players
presented their production of
Wolfsbane by Georgina Reid
which featured an array of
talented players. These included
Angela Hurlow, whose
characterisation of the absent-
minded sculptress Joan Meredith
was spot-on. She charmed the
audience with her portrayal of the
relationship with husband,
solicitor Howard, intelligently
played by David Staniforth. Their
son, Luke Meredith was played by
Oliver Byng who was wonderfully
argumentative. He had great
dynamics with his Gran, played
beautifully by Beverly Stratford,
who used her vocal talents to
change her pitch to varying
degrees in order to present her
emotions. These were particularly
in evidence during the final scene
focusing on her and Sarah Bond,
played deviously by Laura
Brightman who could play both
sweet and evil to complete
perfection tricking everyone apart
from her mother. The latter, the
devoutly religious Mrs Bond, was
played acutely by Sarah Peak
who was able to command
sympathy from the audience
despite having previously being
accused.

Trudi Barnett showed that first
times are no drawback for putting
on a successful production and
she directed down to the smallest
detail. This was a first for many
members of the company,
including James Rutterford and
his stage managing debut. He,
David Unwin and Phil Dyas as
well as members of the cast
made the elegant operating
kitchen setting that included a
working toaster, kettle and fridge!
Beverly Stratford kindly provided
the kitchen cabinets.

Joshua McDonald
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Guildburys 20th
anniversary at Farnham
July 2009 sees Guildburys

perform The Comedy of Errors
their 20" open-air show at

Farnham Castle. Michael Burne
(Chairman 1990) recalls that the
first few shows were performed
on the grass while the first
dressing room was an old army
tent and the bar area took the
shape of Michael's camping tent.
How times have changed, with a
purpose-built stage, imaginative
sets, professional sound and
lighting, large dressing tents,
equipment tents and a large bar
tent. The stage and sets achieve
professional standards, the
lighting and sound rigs are ever
more ambitious — but the
constants are the quality of the
shows, the skill of the actors, the
superb costuming and
enthusiastic audiences.
‘Guildburys at Farnham’ is a
delightful experience, everyone
enjoying not only the show but
the special ambience of open air
summer theatre in a really
beautiful setting. Many fans return
year after year with their picnics
and their rugs. Rob Sheppard and
lan Nichols alternate as show
directors and both have a wealth
of experience in producing
wonderfully entertaining and
colourful shows.
The company has a committed
and dedicated crew without whom
the show could not go on, but like
all companies we welcome more
— anyone interested in assisting
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would be most welcome.

Although this year’s show is cast
and in rehearsal, auditions for
Farnham Castle shows are open
to non members and are
advertised on the GATA website.
For now, do come along and join
the celebrations from July 15 -18.
The Comedy of Errors will be a
real treat!
Box office: 01273 251913 or book
online www.quildburys.com

Gilly Fick
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The Friends of the Electric
Theatre are a sociable bunch and
are arranging a number of social
events for the summer and early
autumn.

Enclosed with this newsletter
Friends will find the notice for the
AGM on 16 July. Following the
formal part of the meeting, there
will be refreshments and the
evening will conclude with a
screening of the enchanting and
award-winning film The Red
Balloon (running time 34 mins).

Next up is the walking Treasure
Hunt throughout the afternoon of
Sunday, 2 August. The cost is £5
per person, to raise funds for the
Electric Theatre, and tickets can
be bought in advance from the
theatre box office, or on the day
(cash or cheques only on the day,
please). A series of clues will take
you on a walking tour round
Guildford town to discover some
fascinating information. If you are
feeling competitive, there is a
prize for the fastest time - a bottle
of wine and two tickets for a show
of your choice at the Electric
Theatre .

Finally, last year's successful
line dancing evening is being
repeated on 18 September at
7.30pm. Make up a party and
make a night of it with your own
picnic food and drinks from the
bar.



IN THE SPOTLIGHT

Blanche

There are a few people in everyone’s life
who make a big impact, and for me, Blanche
Gould was one such. | was so sorry when |
heard that this huge figure of the local
drama scene was no longer there. Like
many others, | was bowled over by her
compelling performance in the last (if |
remember correctly) Guildford Festival to
take place at the Bellerby Theatre, when
she won Best Supporting Actress for a
wordless role as a bed-ridden old lady.

Blanche was someone for whom | felt great
respect and fondness as she had quite
simply always been there. She played a
senior part of Merrow Dramatic Society from
my earliest memories and those of my family
before | was born. Jenny Friend, Chair of
MDS, pays tribute.

Jane Maclintyre

Earlier in the year Merrow Dramatic
Society lost their much loved and respected
President, Blanche Gould. She was a lady of
many talents and a well known character in
Guildford. Her love of the theatre came from
her Mother. She was a founder member of
the Yvonne Arnaud Theatre and saw almost
every production until iliness forced her to
stay at home. She also supported amateur
theatre and was talented as an actress, a

Gould

director and as a costume designer. In 1951
she directed the Merrow Pageant and
appeared many times at the Old North
Street Theatre. During the war she
entertained the troops and worked tirelessly
for the Red Cross. It is not surprising that
she was honoured with the gift of Maundy
Money. After the war, it was thanks to
Blanche that Merrow Dramatic Society
started up again and has been flourishing
ever since. She served on the Committee
and eventually became the President. Her
loyalty never wavered and she attended every
production right up until her death.

To honour her, Merrow Dramatic Society has
sponsored seats in her name both at St
John’s Church, Merrow and at The Electric
Theatre. They have also renamed the cup she
won for Best Supporting Actress as The
Blanche Gould Cup for Best Supporting Actor.
The chair at St John’s was dedicated by the
Reverend Chris Luckraft at the annual MDS
cabaret and supper evening known as The
Spring Thing, which, every year, was begun
by Blanche reading one of T S Eliots’ Cat
poems. The Society will always owe Blanche
a great debt of gratitude.

Jenny Friend
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*The In The Spotlight articles have been among the newsletter’s most
:popular features with their human interest stories. Subjects featured are
*W|de and varied but should have a connection with the Electric Theatre.

* Interviews are based around a few simple questions completed in private
:at the interviewee’s convenience. If there is someone you would like to
xsee In the Spotlight contact editor janemacintyre@hotmail.co.uk.
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If you have any news that you would like to see in
newsletter please send your contributions by
12 September to  janemacintyre@hotmail.co.uk

putting ‘newsletter item’ in the subject line. We
keen to include articles and news (not just posters
please) about local groups, events and people con-
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the next
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News in brief

Calling set builders! - and others

Guildburys’ outdoor summer show

The Comedy of Errors is to be performed 15-18 July in
the grounds of Farnham Castle, their 20th show at this
venue. The set us always ambitious and we should be
very pleased to hear from anyone who is prepared to
assist with set building or indeed any aspect of the
production.

Please contact our master carpenter lan Parkinson
01483 416875 or e-mail magsandianO5btinternet.com

An Inspector Calls Onslow Village Hall

J B Priestley’s acclaimed play An Inspector Calls is to
be staged at Onslow Village Hall by the Curtain Raisers
18-19 September. Box office 01483 568023 opens
July.

Join the In Crowd

Friends of the Electric Theatre
Discounts available for many shows
10% discount at Electric Theatre Café-bar
Social events—quizzes, dances, beetle drives
Above all support the Electric Theatre

All for just £10 a year!

To join pick up an application form from the Theatre
or e-mail janemacintyre@hotmail.co.uk
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nected with local theatre. Please do notsend larg e
files, posters or flyers. Word format is preferred

and a word limit of 300 words is advised. | tems
received after the deadline cannot be included and
e-mail without ‘newsletter item’ in the subject lin e
may be overlooked. Copy deadline for Autumn /
Winter newsletter: 12 September 2009.

For sale

50 Seater outdoor raked seating block

Compton Little Theatre is selling a set of raked seating
designed for outdoor use which seats 50. This has been
kept and stored inside and used only inside. It has been
well looked after but is now being replaced with a set
designed for indoor use.

For anyone doing outdoor productions - this would be
an excellent addition to your set up. Any reasonable
offer considered - please contact Gordon Ayshford on
01483 429523 for details - available for collection or
local delivery possible.

Not to be missed
16 July—Friends AGM and film
night The Red Balloon
2 August—Friends Treasure
Hunt walking Guildford trail
18 Sep—Friends Toe the Line

line dancing evening
Details pages 1&2
or telephone 01483 232961

Box office 01483 444789

GATA, Guildford Amateur Theatre Association, www.gata.org.uk is an umbrella organisation that
works towards advancing public education in the dramatic arts in and around Guildford and whose
member groups perform at the Electric Theatre. Chairman Paul Branch 07802 904299; Secretary

Jane Maclintyre janemacintyre@hotmail.co.uk

The Friends of the Electric Theatre is a society of individual supporters of the Electric Theatre who
support the theatre’s work. Chairman Peter Dawson, Secretary Rita Rowland and Volunteer Ushers

Co-ordinator Ken Rowland 01483 232961. To join e-mail

Membership Secretary

Jane Maclntyre, janemacintyre@hotmail.co.uk, visit the website http://www.guildford.gov.uk/GuildfordWeb/Leisure/
Electric+Theatre/Getinvolved/ or fill out the form in an Electric Theatre brochure.
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The Electric Theatre - check the website at www.electrictheatre.co.uk, pick up a
brochure from the foyer or call the Box Office 01483 444789
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