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GATA, Guildford Amateur Theatre Association, www.gata.org.uk is an umbrella organisation that works towards advancing 
public education in the dramatic arts in and around Guildford and whose member groups perform at the Electric Theatre.  
Chairman Paul Branch 07802 904299; Secretary Jane MacIntyre janemacintyre@hotmail.co.uk 
 

The Friends of  the Electr ic  Theat re is  a society of  ind iv idual  suppor ters  of  the Elec tr ic  Theatre who 
support  the theatre ’s work .  Chairman Peter Dawson, Secretary Rita Rowland and Volunteer Ushers Co-ordinator 
Ken Rowland 01483 232961. To jo in  v is i t  the webs ite http://www.guildford.gov.uk/GuildfordWeb/Leisure/
Electric+Theatre/GetInvolved/ or  see an Electr ic  Theatre brochure.  Membership Secretary 
janemacintyre@hotmail.co.uk    The Electric Theatre -  check the websi te  at  www.elect r ic theatre.co.uk , p ick  
up a brochure  f rom the foyer  or  cal l  the Box Off ice 01483 444789 

Local news for patrons and users of The Electric Th eatre, Guildford               Autumn 2008  
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Friends Committee 
At the Friends’ of the 
Electric Theatre Annual 
General Meeting on 31 July   
Peter Dawson, Rita Rowland and 
Keith McDonald were re-elected 
Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer  
and Ken Rowland was re-elected 
Vice-chairman and usher co-
ordinator. Terence Patrick and 
Janet Williams were re-elected to 
the committee and Mary Starr was 
co-opted to serve on the committee 
until her move away from Surrey.  
The Chairman thanked Mary for her 
tireless efforts for the Friends, in 
particular she had been a most 

efficient Membership Secretary, 
making great improvements to the 
administration of the database.  
Jane MacIntyre was co-opted as the 
new Membership Secretary. 

Fun Fundra is ing  
events—not  to  be  
missed !  
Support your theatre and have fun 
in the process.   
Toe the Line—21 Sep 
Line Dancing with Lesley Hawker at 
the Electric Theatre 21 September, 
7.30pm. Tickets £8. Bring your own 
picnic supper, but only drinks 
purchased from the bar may be 
consumed. No previous experience 
or partners necessary to enjoy this 
fun event. 
Quiz Night—Sunday 11 
January 2009 
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If you have any news that you would like to see in  the  next  newsletter  please  send  your contribu tions 
by 24 Oct to  janemacintyre@hotmail .co.uk  putting ‘newsletter item’ in the subject line.  We  are 
keen to include articles and news (not just posters  please) about local groups, events and people  
connected with local theatre.    Word format is preferred and a word  limit  of  300   words  is  advised.   
Items received after the deadline cannot be include d and e-mail without ‘newsletter item’ in the subje ct 
line may be overlooked.   

News in brief  
Curtain Raisers Hit 40 with a hit  
The enthusiasm of sell-out audiences matched that of 
the performers when Showtime—a musical tribute to 40 
years of shows—hit the boards in Onslow Village.  
Originally founded by Alex Kerr to raise money for stage 
curtains for the local school, the company boasts Ben 
Elton among its past performers.  Showtime included 
items from many former shows including The Sound of 
Music, Oklahoma! and Little Shop  of Horrors. The 
production was devised and directed by Mandy Grealis 

  
  
with musical director Bob Good and choreography by 
Abby Addams. 
  Curtain Raisers are now fund-raising for Old Mother 
Pantomime January 2009 with a jumble sale on 13 
September and Quiz on 4 October at Onslow Village 
Hall. 

 

Fairlands Players get ahead of the pantomime game 
with their presentation of Hansel and Gretel 26-29 
November at Fairlands Community Centre.  
Box Office 01483 857739 



IN   THE   SPOTLIGHT 
C h r i s  &  M a r y  S t a r r  

Guildford will soon be losing two of its most 
stalwart supporters of the Electric Theatre. 
When Chris and Mary Starr move to Norwich 
in a few months’ time they will leave a big 
hole. Their reluctance to be put in this 
Spotlight reflects their love of the shadows in 
their tireless efforts in the background for the 
work of the Friends of the Electric Theatre.  You may 
not know their names, but you will undoubtedly have 
seen them acting as ushers (they seem to be on duty 
on at least 50% of my visits to the theatre) or been on 
the receiving end of their spectacular talent for prising 
your money off you in return for a raffle ticket.  If you 
have been to one of the Friends’ fund-raising events, 
Chris and Mary will have been setting up tables, 
organising raffles or rallying support.  Mary has 
overhauled the administration of the membership 
subscriptions and given generously of her time in past 
years as Membership Secretary. 
  Both Mary and Chris have been directly involved 
with productions in Guildford, mainly with the Herald 
Players, Chris performing and tech-ing, Mary behind 
the scenes, notably as a very talented wardrobe 
mistress.  Several of us have fond memories of being 
corseted by Mary for Jefferson Grieves’ production of 
Playhouse Creatures put on just before April de 
Angelis changed the text (to my mind at great loss) by 
giving corporeality to the male characters.  I still have 
the gorgeous creations Mary concocted for me in 
Antony and Cleopatra. I remember we had fun on that 
production over the finer points of the men’s 
underwear under their mini-togas. Less fun for Mary 
was making ‘authentic’ Roman footwear. I know I am 
not the only one who owes huge thanks to Mary for all 
she has done for community theatre in Guildford over 
the years, self-effacing to the last.    
  Chris is more used to the Spotlight. His roots are in 
the East End of London, from where the family moved 
to Walton-on-Thames when his father’s war work  
took him to Vickers in Weybridge.  
  The family kept chickens, rabbits and bees to 
supplement post war rations.  Chris says going past 
the beehives used to scare him rotten, though he 
doesn’t remember ever being stung.  Much to his 
father’s frustration, neither he nor his sister would eat 
the rabbits, even one named ‘Dinner’ from birth! 
Eating the chickens was less problematic, though 
Chris thinks pagan priests must have had strong 
stomachs given the stink of chicken guts. He once 
helped kill a chicken with his tommy gun (shortly after 
World War Two such toys were allowed)  and took it 
to the kitchen.  When there, the creature flapped and 
squawked and Chris thinks Lindford Christie would 
have been impressed by his speed as he ran away.  
  Asked what Chris’s first acting part was, we find the 
inevitable Nativity Play, with the role of the ‘Myrrh’ 

King. At Tiffin Boys’ School, Kingston, he 
took part in house drama and school plays. 
  Following school, Chris trained as a 
Chartered Accountant in Whitehall, opposite 
the theatre where master of farce Brian Rix 
was starring in One for the Pot.    
  Most unwisely, the articled clerks were 

housed in a separate office where they played cricket 
at lunch-time, using the ball they had stolen from the 
guard dog (not much of a guard dog, one feels). 
When an over-enthusiastic drive took out the 
lampshade, the cricketers declared “enough” and took 
up bridge. Chris has continued with his bridge and 
also enjoys chess, although he says he found out just 
how bad he is when he joined Guildford Chess Club. 
More energetic pursuits have included squash and ice 
hockey. His most treasured inanimate object is Ryan 
Campbell’s ice hockey stick. 
  Chris has many theatrical recollections, having acted 
and directed for groups in Walton-on-Thames before 
moving to Guildford. One of his cherished memories 
is of playing a sundry seaman in the coarse acting 
version of Moby Dick with the immortal line “Was it 
not that same Moby Leg that took off thy Dick?” Chris 
describes the crescendo of laughter when the cast 
came on as boats hunting the whale as “totally 
intoxicating”.  
  On a more serious note, Chris feels privileged to 
have been involved with the Herald Players’ Waiting 
for Godot which he describes as among the 
company’s best works.  He also enjoyed being the 
only member of the company of One for the Road 
able to attend the Festival Awards Night, carrying off 
all three cups won. 
  Returning to the embarrassing, he recalls breaking 
the rope in a rush of energy for a ‘critical’ quick 
curtain, leaving the cast with no curtain at all for their 
curtain calls—and, on another occasion, bringing up 
the lights on a dead body which then had to get up 
and walk off stage.  
  Chris is very loyal to his company and defined the 
Herald Players as “always wanting to put on the best 
show possible”.  He quotes a slightly disgruntled 
member who commented that he was nevertheless 
“addicted to the quality”. Chris commends the 
sociable nature of the company and lack of ‘luvvie’ 
temperament. 
  Asked about the future, Chris reveals that they have 
already checked out Norwich’s equivalent of The 
Electric Theatre. Our great loss is Norwich’s gain, and 
we wish Chris and Mary well. 

  Jane MacIntyre 
 

If there is someone connected with The Electric 
Theatre you would like to put ‘In the Spotlight’ 
please get their consent and send their contact details 

to janemacintyre@hotmail.co.uk 
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